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The Midcounties Co-operative Limited 
Minutes of the Special Meeting of Members  

held online 
 

27 January 2022 at 6.15pm. 
 
 
Present: 
 

Helen Wiseman, President – Chair  
Edward Parker, Secretary & Head of Governance 

 
123 members attending (including the above) 

 
 
22/01  Meeting purpose  
 
The meeting had been convened to help finalise the sale of the Society’s pre-paid 
funeral plans invested with Royal London to Central England Co-operative Limited 
(‘Central’).  This followed on from the transfer of the majority of the Society’s 
funeral business to Central England Co-operative Limited which completed in 
November 2021.  The transfer had included all the Society’s pre-paid funeral plans 
invested with Royal London. 
 
A special resolution was to be proposed to members regarding the transfer of the 
pre-paid plans. 
 
 
22/02  Explanatory paper  
 
A paper setting out the background to the resolution had been circulated with the 
notice of meeting.  Edward Parker presented the paper. He explained that an 
exacting legal interpretation of the transfer arrangements noted above could lead 
to the view that the Society still retained some residual contractual liability under 
the Royal London pre-paid plans following their transfer to Central, a situation no 
parties wanted.  To ensure that no such liability remained, a partial transfer of 
engagements was required to transfer the Royal London pre-paid plans to Central.  
To effect this, the Society was required to hold two special member meetings. At 
this first meeting members would be asked to approve a special resolution 
approving the transfer of its pre-paid funeral plan business to Central.  Assuming 
this resolution was passed, a second meeting would also be required at which 
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members would be asked to confirm the resolution passed at the first meeting.  
 
 
22/03  Special resolution 
 
The Chair presented the special resolution being proposed by the Board to 
members for approval: 
 
That this meeting of the members of The Midcounties Co-operative Limited hereby 
resolves to transfer engagements consisting of:  
 
(1) the whole of the benefit and the burden of (including all rights, title and interest 
under or pursuant to) all Funeral Bond Contracts (as defined in an agreement dated 
14 June 2021 for the sale and purchase of part of the funeral business carried on by 
The Midcounties Co-operative Limited made between The Midcounties Co-operative 
Limited and others (1) The Midcounties Co-operative Funeral Limited (2) and Central 
England Co-operative Limited (3), as varied on 5 November 2021) (the "Funeral 
Bond Contracts"); and  
 
(2) all data held by The Midcounties Co-operative Limited in relation to the Funeral 
Bond Contracts and the relevant customers; and  
 
(3) all management and administrative responsibilities in relation to the Funeral Bond 
Contracts;  
 
to Central England Co-operative Limited in consideration of Central England Co-
operative Limited paying to The Midcounties Co-operative Limited the sum of £1 
when the transfer of engagements becomes effective. 
 
 
22/04  Questions  
 
Comments and questions on the explanatory paper and special resolution were 
invited and responded to: 
 

− Funeral plans – c. 19,500 pre-paid funeral plans had been transferred to 
Central England Co-operative 

− Voting – voting would be undertaken through the Polls functionality in 
Microsoft Teams, or, if that failed, by a show of hands 

− Southern Co-operative pre-paid plans – it was confirmed that the pre-paid 
plans which were to be conducted by funeral branches that had been 
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transferred by the Society to Southern Co-operative would also transfer to 
Central England Co-operative’s administration. 

 
 
22/05  Approval 
 
Two practice voting sessions were conducted. A small number of members 
experienced issues with the Polls technology. Hence, the Chair announced that 
voting would be undertaken by a show of hands.  
 
The above special resolution was approved on a show of hands: 

 
For Against Abstain 
107 1 2 

 
 
 
22/06  Meeting close  
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed.  
 
 
 
……………………………………   Date: 
President 
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