MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF MEMBERS

Held at
The Oxford Hotel, Wolvercote, Oxford – 10 September 2005

 

Present:
Donald Morrison (in the Chair)




Patrick Gray






Winifred Gray








128 Members (excluding Directors)

3 Directors






In Attendance:
Bob Burlton, Chief Executive






Edward Parker, Deputy Secretary & Legal Principal 
05/31
TELLERS


To assist in counting votes at the meetings tellers were appointed 

(Adrian Barradell, Kathrin Luddecke, Joanne Devine, Di Bateman).

05/32
WELCOME

Donald Morrison welcomed members to the meeting and introduced the members of the Board and Society officers present.

05/33
SOCIETY NAME

Donald Morrison advised members that the meeting had been called to approve or otherwise a new name for the Society, such name to take effect from the merger of West Midlands Co-operative Society Limited with the Society, which was due to complete on 24 September 2005 (the ‘Merger’).
 

Bob Burlton then gave a detailed presentation covering the process adopted by the Board to select the proposed name.

 

He started by outlining the major programme of research that had been undertaken at a national level, sponsored by the Co-operative Group, to identify a new brand for the ‘co-op’, noting that following detailed research, the brand name ‘The Co-operative’ was to be the key unifying focus to cover all the different businesses operated by Societies within the Movement.  This, he noted, suggested an architecture to the new Society name of ‘The . . . . . Co-operative’. 

 

He then described the process adopted by the Board to find a new name, noting that the Board had requested that consultants be engaged to assist in the process.

 

Following a programme of research amongst members and colleagues of both societies and the deliberations of a lengthy joint Board meeting between the directors of the Society and West Midlands Co-operative Society, the Board wished to recommend the name The Midcounties Co-operative Limited to members for approval.

 

Bob Burlton ended his presentation by proposing the name The Midcounties Co-operative Limited to the meeting on behalf of the Board.  Questions were then taken from members.

 

A number of questions and comments were raised surrounding the cost of engaging the consultants and the results of the national brand project.  Answers were given by Bob Burlton.  

 

Patrick Gray made a long speech indicating his opposition to the new name and questioning the voting process used at the joint Board meeting to choose the name.  He asked members to vote against the proposal.

 

Two points of order were raised by members – the first concerning to whom speeches should be addressed, the second concerning a director’s duty to support the decisions of the Board of which he is a member.

 

After further questions and views from members, Bob Burlton replied on behalf of the Board to the points raised concerning the proposed name.

05/34
VOTE

The proposal that The Midcounties Co-operative Limited be the new name of the Society to take effect from the Merger was seconded, and votes were taken.
 

The proposal was approved with 67 members voting in favour, 49 against and 15 abstentions.

There being no further business, the meeting then closed.
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